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Room 1801 of the Four Seasons Hotel. In
his remarks, he referred to President Carlos
Salinas de Gortari of Mexico, Secretary of
State James A. Baker |11, President Saddam

Hussein of Iraq, and President Turgut Ozal
of Turkey. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the Death of John Tower

April 5, 1991

Barbara and | are deeply saddened by
the tragic deaths of our dear friends Senator
John Tower and his daughter Marian.
America has lost a great man and distin-
guished statesman who dedicated his life
to public service. The news of the plane
crash today outside Brunswick, GA,
deepens the sorrow and sense of loss we
have so recently felt with the death of Sen-
ator John Heinz.

John Tower and | became friends 30
years ago. We have remained close friends
to this day. Senator Tower’s years of public
service greatly strengthened the course of
our national security and foreign policy, and
his advocacy for a strong defense helped
to lay the groundwork for the many recent
successes we have witnessed in our ability
to respond to international conflicts.

He served the people of Texas and the

Nation with honor and distinction for over
30 years. Many Presidents benefited from
his experience and counsel since his arrival
in the Senate in 1961. I am among those
who will sorely miss his advice, especially
in the fields of arms control, national secu-
rity, and intelligence.

He was a friend, a leader, and a great
Senator. Our sympathy and prayers go out
to his surviving family members, Penny and
Jeanne. Barbara and 1 join all Americans
in mourning his death, and our hearts go
out to the families of those who lost loved
ones in this tragic accident.

Barbara and | were also saddened to learn
of the death of U.S. astronaut Manley La-
nier “Sonny” Carter, Jr. He served the Na-
tion well, and his experience will be sorely
missed.

The President’s News Conference With Secretary of State James A.

Baker 111 in Houston, Texas
April 6, 1991

The President. Well, we haven’t had our
discussion yet, and I'm very anxious to talk
to the Secretary about his upcoming trip.
In just a second I'm going to ask him to
make a comment on that trip. But let me
just say that I'm very pleased with the re-
ception so far to our refugee relief program
for those that have been brutalized and
turned into refugees by the Government
of Iraq. And it’s a good program. It’s strong.
The air drop will be starting very, very soon.
It's just a question of the exact timing I'm
not sure of yet, but it will start very, very,
very, very soon. And the program is, | think,

334

comprehensive.

We have not heard from Iran on how
the part will work that affects refugees along
the Iranian border. But | am very pleased
that we and others have stepped up to the
plate on this one. As a matter of fact, |
think we’ve already, over the period of the
last few weeks, spent something like $35
million, and that’s prior to this new program
that we’ve announced. So, the United States
is doing its part, should do its part, always
has done its part.

But now I'd like to ask the Secretary just
to comment on his trip. Then we’ll take just
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